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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 2, 10, 18, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 

invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Signals are non-statutory matter. If 

the "acts" of a claimed process manipulate only numbers, abstract concepts or ideas, 

or signals representing any of the foregoing, the acts are not being applied to 

appropriate subject matter. Gottschalk v. Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 71 - 72, 175 USPQ 673, 

676 (1972). Thus, a process consisting solely of mathematical operations, i.e., 

converting one set of numbers into another set of numbers, does not manipulate 

appropriate subject matter and thus cannot constitute a statutory process. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kelly et 
al. (US 6,015,344). 

Claims 1, 9, 17, 20, and 25. Kelly discloses an invention of providing an incentive for 

continued use of a slot machine, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a ticket dispenser integrally coupled with the slot machine (Abstract, fig. 2, • 
item 22); 

monitoring output signals of the slot machine (Abstract, fig. 13, item 614); 

determining the occurrence of predetermined reward dispensing events based on the 
results of said monitoring step (Abstract, fig. 13, items 616 and 618); and 

dispensing tickets by the ticket dispenser upon the occurrence of the predetermined 
reward dispensing events (Abstract, fig. 13, items 616 and 618). 

Claims 2, 10, 18, and 26. Kelly discloses an invention wherein, in the monitoring step, 
the output signals include at least one of the following: 

Coin-In signals indicating a number of coins inserted into the slot machine (col. 53:25, 
fig. 13); 

Coin-Bet signals indicating a number of coins bet in the slot machine (col. 53:25, fig. 
13); 
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Coin-Won signals indicating a number of coins won from using the slot machine (col. 
54:47-67, fig. 13); and 

Card-In signals indicating a presence of a player tracking card in the slot machine (col. 
7:55). 

Claims 3, 4, and 13. Kelly discloses an invention wherein, in the providing step, the ticket 

dispenser is programmable by an operator such that the predetermined reward 
dispensing events can be modified (col. 4:23-55). 

Claims 5, 8, 1 1, 16, 19, 24, 27, and 30. Kelly discloses an invention wherein, in the 

determining step, the predetermined reward dispensing events include at least one of 
the following: 

a first event wherein the total number of coins inserted or bet in the slot machine 
reaches a predetermined count value (col. 53:19 -col. 56:26, fig. 13); 

a second event wherein the total number of coins inserted or bet in the slot machine 
reaches a predetermined maximum count value, or the total number of coins inserted or 
bet in the slot machine is equal to or greater than a predetermined minimum count value 
but less than the predetermined maximum count value and a random number currently 
generated by the ticket dispenser equals a predetermined comparison value (col. 12:22- 
39); 
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a third event wherein the total number of coins won from using the slot machine reaches 
a predetermined count value (col. 53:19 - col. 56:26, fig. 13); and 

a fourth event wherein the total number of coins won from using the slot machine 
reaches a predetermined maximum count value, or the total number of coins won is 
equal to or greater than a predetermined minimum count value but less than the 
predetermined maximum count value and a random number currently generate by the 
ticket dispenser equals a predetermined comparison value (col. 12:22-39). 

Claims 6, 14, 22, and 28. Kelly discloses an invention wherein the dispensing step 
includes:. 

detecting whether a player tracking card is present in the slot machine based on the 
output signals of the slot machine (Abstract, Column 3, line 29-Column 5, line 45, Column 

7, line 40-Column 8, line 2, and Figures 1 and 9); 

multiplying a predetermined number of tickets to be dispensed by a first number if the 
player tracking card is present (fig. 9 along with the related description); 

multiplying the predetermined number of tickets to be dispensed by a second number if 
the player tracking card is not present (fig. 9 along with the related description); and 
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dispensing the tickets according to the results of said multiplying steps (fig. 9 along with 
the related description). 

Claims 7, 15, 23, and 29. Kelly discloses an invention further comprising: 

displaying the first four digits of a total ticket count in response to a first selection of a 
designated switch in the ticket dispenser, the total ticket count being a count of the 
number of tickets dispensed by the ticket dispenser (col. 22:62-col. 23:62); and 

displaying the second four digits of the total ticket count in response to a second 
selection of the designated switch after the first selection (col. 22:62-col. 23:62). 

Claims 12 and 21. Kelly discloses an invention wherein the interface includes: 
a display unit (fig. 1-15, col. 6:55 - col. 17:58); 

a display interface unit for controlling the display unit (fig. 1-15, col. 6:55 - col. 17:58); 

a central processing unit (CPU), including memory, for controlling the display interface 
unit and the ticket dispensing unit based on the output signals of the slot machine (fig. 
1-15, col. 6:55 -col. 17:58); 

a plurality of switches for communicating operator inputs to the CPU (fig. 1-15, col. 6:55 
- col. 17:58); and 
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a relay for providing power to the ticket dispensing unit under control of the CPU (fig. 1- 
15, col. 6:55 -col. 17:58). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-1691. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bob Olszewski can be reached on 571-272-6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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